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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Swanzey Planning Board 
Meeting Minutes – February 14, 2019 

 
The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn Page at 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey, NH.  Members present:  Glenn Page, Scott Self, Richard Sainsbury, 
Jane Johnson, Michael York, Selectmen’s Representative Sylvester Karasinski, and Alternate Jim McConnell. 
The Chair took the roll and read aloud the agenda for the meeting.   
 
Absent: Alternate Liz Traynor 
 
Others Present:   
Director of Planning and Economic Development Matthew Bachler, Bill Prescott, Katie Sutherland from KSC 
Architects, Dave Bergeron from Brickstone Land Use Consultants, LLC 
 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as 
having potential for regional impact. Motion was made by Johnson that there is no item on the agenda 
which can be construed to have potential for regional impact. There was a second by Self with no further 
discussion.  All were in favor. Motion passed.      
 
Minutes:   

Minutes from January 24, 2019 were considered. Motion was made by Sainsbury to approve the 
minutes of January 24, 2019. There was a second to the motion by Johnson. All were in favor. 
Motion passed. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Multi-Tenant Application 
Kelly Gorsuch Wellness, LLC requests to use a portion of the existing building located at 217 Old Homestead 
Highway for a massage and skin care practice. The subject property is located in the Business District at Tax 
Map 36, Lot 8. 
 
Public Hearing opened at 6:03 pm 
 
Discussion:   Bachler said there was a letter in the packet since Gorsuch could not be present. The Chair 
confirmed that Code Enforcement is working with the applicant to make sure the site is suitable. 
 
Public Hearing closed at 6:05 pm 
 

Motion was made by Self to approve the request of Kelly Gorsuch Wellness, LLC to use a portion of 
the existing building located at 217 Old Homestead Highway for a massage and skin care practice 
on property located in the Business District and shown at Tax Map 36, Lot 8 subject to Code 
Enforcement. There was a second to the motion by Johnson and no further discussion. All were in 
favor. Motion passed. 

 
 
 
DISCUSSION/OTHER BUSINESS 
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Mt. Caesar Library Grant Application Letter of Support  
Architect Katie Sutherland was present to speak for the Trustees of Mt. Caesar Union Library about the 
addition planned for the building.  Sutherland showed an existing site plan which will be used by Brickstone 
Land Use Consultants to build the engineering site plan.  She said the footprint would be increased.  An 
entranceway will be eliminated and a limited use elevator will be made available in the rear of the building. 
Fund-raising will be occurring and grants will be applied for.  Larger stair tower in the back will be created.  
Bathrooms will be placed where current Trustees room is and adding a second floor and make the third 
floor more useful. Sutherland showed elevations for the new design. 
 
There was discussion about one access being eliminated and whether the front entrance would be 
redesigned to make it easier for use of that entrance, which is not easy to use at present.  Sutherland 
assured the group that it would.  
 
McConnell asked about heating and Sutherland said heat pumps would be planned.   
 
Prescott asked about access to third floor and Sutherland said there would be two access points which is 
required by code. Sutherland spoke about the structure of the building being in good shape.  
 
McConnell asked about the proposed cost which is $1.5 million and Sutherland said that is correct. 
Sutherland said support from the Planning Board is needed for applying for grant funds. 
 

Motion was made by Sainsbury in support of the plan by the Mt. Caesar Union Library Board of 
Trustees to renovate the library building as presented this evening.  There was a second to the 
motion by Self, and all were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Review Amended Subdivision Plan for William and Sheryl Prescott (Tax Map 32, Lot 20-2) and Provide 
Comment on Issuing a Building Permit for a Lot with access from a Class VI Road 
Prescott spoke about the change in his plan from a cul-de-sac to a turnout.  He spoke about having received 
a variance from the Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA) for the hammerhead design, which would provide a 
place for snow storage and turnaround for trucks.  He showed the Board a drawing of the hammerhead 
design.  Page asked why the cul-de-sac was not preferred by the Selectmen and Karasinski said that if the 
road were to be continued, a cul-de-sac would make it difficult to do so. 
 
Bachler said that the Board approved Prescott’s request for a subdivision in March 2018. He said approval is 
now being requested for a revised /amended subdivision plan.  He noted that the land for the hammerhead 
will not be deeded to the Town, and instead remain private property and maintained by the property 
owner. He said the Town of Swanzey would be granted an easement for snow storage and to allow town 
vehicles to use the hammerhead to turn around. Bachler said he recommended the Board grant conditional 
approval, the condition being the necessity to record the easement document with the subdivision plan. 
 

Motion was made by Self to approve the amended subdivision plan of William and Sheryl Prescott 
(Tax Map 32, Lot 20-2) for a new hammerhead design on a Class VI Road, eliminating the original 
cul-de-sac and replacing it with the hammerhead, on condition an easement for the Town of 
Swanzey be granted by the property owner, which will be tied to the subdivision, and which will be 
legally defined by Town Counsel. There was a second by Johnson. All were in favor. Motion passed.  

 
Bachler said the Planning Board also needs to comment on the issuing of the building permit for a lot on a 
Class VI road.   
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Motion was made by Self to endorse the building permit request of William and Sheryl Prescott 
(Tax Map 32, Lot 20-2) for a Building Permit for a Lot with access from a Class VI Road, second by 
Johnson, and all were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Southwest Region Planning Commission (SWRPC) – Age Focused Planning Survey  
Bachler spoke about demographics in the region and SWRPC is looking at changes that are occurring as the 
population ages and asked that the Board take a look at the survey. The Board agreed to do so. 
 
Mt. Caesar School Renovation 
There was a discussion about the school district replacing an existing modular addition built many years 
ago, designed as less than permanent construction. This older addition is proposed to be replaced with new 
permanent construction, which would be about 500 square feet larger than the old building. 
 

Motion was made by Self that no public hearing is required by the Planning Board for the Mt. 
Caesar School Renovation planned by the Monadnock Regional School District, second by Johnson, 
all were in favor. Motion passed.   

 
Important Dates  

• Voting: March 12th, 8 a.m. – 7 p.m., Christian Life Fellowship Church, 211 Whitcomb Road 
 
Johnson suggested input to the School District to beautify the proposed new building. She asked if there 
will be public meetings about the planned renovation and there was concurrence that there would be. 
 
Next Meeting:  February 28, 2019 – Bachler said there is nothing on the agenda thus far and that given the 
deadline is already passed for submitting applications to the Planning Board, he may cancel the next 
meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by Sainsbury.  There was a second to the motion by Self with all in favor. 
Motion passed.  Adjournment occurred at 6:39 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 


